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To  The 

PENNSYLVANIA  HIGHWAY  SAFETY  PROGRAM  KIT 


FACT  SHEET  AND  DISCUSSION 
of  the 

SEPTEMBER  THEME 


CHILD  SAFETY 


All  experience  through  the  years  servesto  indicate  that  the  most 
dangerous  years  for  pedestrian  accidents  are  those  from  0 to  19,  and 
that  special  attention  must  be  given  those  formative  years  from 
ages  5 to  14.  Witness  these  facts  and  figures: 


PEDESTRIANS  ONLY  -■  _ 1943  - PENNSYLVANIA 
AGE  GROUP  INJURED  PERCENTAGE 


0-4 

986 

11.  1 

5-14 

3390 

33,,  2 

15  - 19 

350 

3.  9 

20  - 24 

231 

3.  2 

25-  30 

355 

4.  0 

31  - 40 

566 

6,  4 

41  - 50 

699 

7.  9 

51  - 64 

1027 

11.  6 

65  & over 

88  3 

10.  0 

Not  stated 

331 

3.  7 

TOTAL 

8863 

100% 

N*te  that  more 

than  one-out-of-three  pedestrians 

injured  are  : 

5 to  14  group  although  only  one-out-of-six  persons  are  in  that  age 
group.  This  means  that  this  age  group  has  the  highest  traffic  accident 
rate  of  any  age  group.  Mote  also  that  53.2%  — more  than  half  — of  the 
pedestrians  injured  were  in  the  age  group  from  0 to  19  years.  Now  look 
at  the  figures  for  the  month  of  September  1943. 
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PEDESTRIANS  INJURED  - SEPTEI3ER  l?hQ  - PENNSYLVANIA 


AGE  GROUP 

INJURED 

PERCENTAGE 

0 - h 

99 

lk.  9 

5 - lk 

306 

kk.7 

- 19 

25 

3.7 

20  - 2k 

2k 

3.9 

29  - 30 

19 

2.8 

31  - ko 

3$ 

9.1 

kl  - 90 

13 

6.3 

91  - 6k 

69 

9.9 

6%  & Over 

50 

7.3 

Not  Stated 

18 

2.6 

TOTAL 

68k 

100 % 

This  back-to-school  month  is  even  worse  than  the  average  month. 

Note  that  62,7%  - almost  two- thirds  - of  the  pedestrian  injuries  occurred 
to  children  under  the  age  of  20.  Note  also  that  hh»7%  - almost  one- half  - 
of  all  the  injuries  occurred  to  school  children  in  the  9 to  lk  age  group. 
Obviously  we  are  failing  to  discharge  our  responsibilities  to  our  children 
when  we  permit  such  slaughter  to  go  unchecked.  It  is  a proven  maxim  that 
the  most  effective  way  to  teach  a child  is  by  setting  the  example.  Here 
is  where  most  of  us  fall  down.  The  parents  and  the  teachers  should  set 
the  child  a safe  example  to  follow  - - - but  do  they?  Most  of  the 

time  we  give  our  children  instructions  on  how  to  walk  safely.  Then,  the 
very  next  instant,  we  ourselves  violate  these  same  instructions.  To 
illustrate:  During  19 a8  in  Pennsylvania,  197  pedestrians  were  killed  and 
1920  injured  while  crossing  the  street  between  intersections.  Here  is  a 
prime  example  of*  how  not  to  set  an  example.  Here  are  some  more  shining 
examples:  70  pedestrians  were  killed,  2127  injured  because  they  walked 
into  the  street  from  behind  parked  cars;  3k  were  killed,  9k7  injured, 
because  they  walked  against  the  signal. 

To  cross  at  the  intersection  and  to  cross  with  the  signal  are  only 
common  sense  instructions,  which  even  the  five  year  old  child  can  usually 
understand.  But  as  long  as  the  parent  and  the  teacher  do  not  themselves  ^ 
abide  by  these  instructions  the  child  will  follow  in  their  footsteps  - - 
too  often  with  disastrous  results. 

Included  in  the  Pennsylvania  Highway  Safety  Program  Kit  is  a poster 
entitled  "Set  Them  a Good  Example".  Use  this  poster  and  obey  its  injunction 
You  can't  get  any  better  advice. 

The  next  bit  of  laxity  on  the  part  of  the  parent  and  community  is  per- 
mitting the  children  to  walk  or  play  in  the  street.  In  Pennsylvania,  during 
19k8,  this  accounted  for  6c  deaths  and  l,3k6  injuries  - almost  one-third  of 
the  injuries  to  the  9 to  lk  age  group. 
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Too  often,  however,  there  may  be  no  sidewalks,  insufficient  play- 
grounds, or  no  supervision  of  children  at  play#  These  are  problems 
requiring  the  joint  cooperation  of  the  parents,  teachers  and  all  other 
civic  groups# 

But  children  are  also  involved  in  traffic  accidents  other  than 
as  pedestrians#  Look  at  this  chart; 

PENNSYLVANIA  TOTALS  - 1948  - INJURED  ONLY 


AGE  GROUP 

PED. 

BIKE 

M.  V. 

FIXED  OBJECT 

OTHERS 

0-4 

936 

14 

898 

73 

100 

5 - 14 

3390 

644 

1510 

146 

245 

15  - 19 

350 

187 

3347 

960 

800 

The  child  as  a pedestrian  has  already  been  discussed#  Now  note  the 
circled  item  under  the  "Bike”  column.  This  figure  indicates  that 
about  7 Cffi  of  the  persons  injured  in  bicycle  traffic  accidents  are  in 
the  age  group  of  5 to  14  years#  An  additional  20$  are  in  the  age 
group  of  15  to  19  years;;  a total  of  90$  in  the  combined  age  groups 
of  5 to  19  years*  Here  is  one  type  of  accident  that  occurs  almost 
exclusively  to  persons  within  these  age  groups.  Certainly  here  is 
one  place  where  definite  results  could  be  obtained  and  measured 
if  efforts  were  concentrated  on  teaching  bicyclists  the  essentials 
of  bicycle  safety#  For  the  bicyclists. are  the  ones  who  need  the 
instruction.  For  examples  In  more  than  90$  of  the  motor  vehicle  - 
bicycle  accidents,  the  operator  of  the  motor  vehicle  is  reported  as 
Qot  violating  the  law# 

Each  year  the  largest  percentage  ( from  one-third  to  one-half  ) of 
all  bicycle  traffic  accidents  occur  at  intersections*  This  would 
seem  to  be  an  indication  that  bicyclists  need  intensive  instruction 
in  these  subjects; 

1.  How  to  approach  an  intersection 

2.  How  to  give  proper  turn  signals,  and 

3#  How  to  make  turns  properly 

An  indication  of  the  part  that  speed  plays  in  the  picture  is  given 
by  the  fact  that  the  largest  percentage  of  fatal  bicycle  accidents 
occur  at  rural  intersections  where  the  average  vehicular  speed  is 
greater  than  in  urban  areas# 

Throughout  the  year  there  are  an  average  of  approximately  80 
bicycle  accidents  per  month.  But  September  1948,  the  Back-To-School 
month,  managed  to  kill  3 and  injure  107  bicyclists  in  traffic  accidents  — 
another  indication  that  the  subject  of  Child  Safety  must  be  stressed 
during  this  month# 
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The  next  circled  items  indicate  that,  in  1943,  4,307  persons  between 
the  ages  of  15  to  19  years  were  injured  while  an  operator  or  an  occupant 
of  a motor  vehicle  involved  in  an  accident  with  another  motor  vehicle  or 
a fixed  object.  This  tremendous  increase  (more  than  160$  over  the  com- 
bined age  0 to  14  ) is  certainly  an  indication  that  the  novice  operator 

is  a dangerous  operator*  It  is  also  an  indication  of  the  need  for  In- 
School  Driver  Training.  The  fact  that  school-trained  drivers  are  safer 
than  the  casually  trained  drivers  has  been  verified  in  several  instances; 
however,  no  discussion  on  this  sub  ect  will  be  attempted  during  this 
month  as  it  will  be  included  in  a discussion  of  the  "Driver-Training” 
theme  for  another  month. 

For  those  who  are  interested  in  statistics  here  are  the  revised 
figuigSS  ' ( including  all  delayed  deaths  reported  up  to  June  1949  ) for 
fatal  traffic  accidents  in  Pennsylvania  during  September  1948. 

TRAFFIC  FATALITIES  - PENNSYLVANIA  - SEPTEMBER  1943, , . . 


Operator 

" Occupant 

Pod. 

Bicycle 

Sled 

Tots 

Urban 

13 

21 

32 

0 

0 

66 

Rural 

36 

25 

2 

_0 

105 

Total 

49 

63 

37 

2 

0 

171 

Regardless  of  your  view  point,  after  looking  at  these  figures  one 
conclusion  is  ' inescapable  — all  the  figures  are  too  big.  The  big 
question  is  "What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?" 


From  the  information  contained  herein  and  with  the  material 
furnished  in  the  Pennsylvania  Highway  Safety  Frogram  Kit  you  have  the 
basis  for  doing  something  in  your  own  neighborhood*  Not  it’s  up  to 
you  to  do  what  you  can  to  keep  our  children  safe. 


GOVERNOR'S  HIGHWAY  SAFETY  ADVISORY  COHOTTSE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
JALE3  H.  DUFF 
GOVERNOR 


NOTE: 


Because  of  delayed  reports  being  constantly  received  all  figures 
listed  herein  are  subject  television. 


